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FEDERAL RALLY ISSUE 
EDITORIAL 


Thanks to a number of contribu- 
tors, this August issue of PRAECLAR- 
UM contains something of a pot- 
pourri of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
writings — hopefully something to 
cater to most tastes and interests. 
Some light-hearted material has 
been thrown in for good measure 
and of course we have a report on 
this year’s highly successful Federal 
Rally. Not wishing to go to press 
without this latter very important 
item | again find myself apologising 
for the lateness of this issue. | must 
also try to refine my proof-reading 
techniques, as typographical errors 
still seem to be finding their way into 
the finished product. For example, 
Eric Rainsford’s Silver Ghost 
Limousine, illustrated on page 955 
is, of course, chassis no. 1997, not 
1991, and Roger Thiedeman (Editor 
of the Victoria Branch Newsletter) 
quite rightly complains that his Book 
Review was somewhat marred by 
the inadvertent inclusion of an un- 
wanted hyphen — see “Letters”, 
page 970. There are rather a lot of 
letters in this issue. All are interest- 
ing and one of them has led to subtle 
changes to the Royce motto on the 
front cover. This is now unqvestion- 
ably correct! 


| had a great deal more material 
earmarked for this issue, but due to 
my inability to fit a quart into a pint 
pot, some has had to be held over. | 
therefore beg the indulgence of 
those contributors whose articles 
have yet to appear. 


Martin Bennett. 


FROM THE FEDERAL 
SECRETARY 


FEDERAL RALLY 1984 

The Federal Rally held at Bathurst 
on the weekend of 8-11 June 1984 
was, from the organisers’ point of 
view, a success. The Rally was the 
largest ever organised by our Club, 
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both in terms of members and cars. 
Approximately 130 vehicles 
attended including some 112 Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars and approx- 
imately 350 people (including chil- 
dren). | trust the weekend was en- 
joyed by all who attended. 

Anyone who has yet to finalise 
any accounts for purchases during 
the rally should contact either Wen- 
dy Friezer (02—267 1455) or Mar- 
garet Miller (02-451 5111). 


FEDERAL RALLY 1985 

| take this opportunity to remind 
members that the 1985 Federal Rally 
will be hosted by the Western Au- 
stralia Branch and the dates will be 
13-16 September. Please note your 
diary accordingly. 


FEDERAL OFFICE BEARERS 

Few changes took place to the 
elected officers at the last Federal 
Council Meeting. Andrew Brownell 
continues as Federal President for 
the second year of his two year 
elected term, the writer was re- 
elected Federal Secretary and Mar- 
garet Miller as Assistant Federal 
Secretary as well as Federal Treasur- 
er. Malcolm Johns remains an in- 
valuable Honorary Legal Advisor 
but John Fittler was elected Federal 
Registrar and his efforts with the new 
register have already been seen. 
May | wish the new Committee 
every success and remind members 
that they should not hesitate to 
contact any of the Federal Commit- 
tee Members should they feel we 
can be of assistance. 


CHIEF JUDGE 

Jim Kelso has retired after his 
hardworking years in the post. We 
have indeed been fortunate to have 
Jim’s able assistance for so long but 
we look forward to him continuing 
to attend Federal Rallys but in the 
more enjoyable role of spectator. 
We were indeed pleased to elect 
W.A. life member Harry Thompson 


as Chief Judge, which is most 
appropriate having regard to the fact 
that the next rally will be held in 
Western Australia. Harry is, | am 
sure, well known to all members 
and his experience and skill at Con- 
cours judging will be of great value 
to the Club. Jim informally continues 
in a joint role with Harry for the 
current year in order to assist in any 
transition but Harry will be running 
the show from now on!! Beware all 
you 20/25 owners!! 


FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

A successful meeting was held on 
Friday 8th June 1984 with some 16 
members in attendance. We are 
grateful to Mitchell College for sup- 
plying the excellent venue and re- 
warding discussions took place. 
From time to time and throughout 
the year | will raise in this column 
items of relevance and interest. 


FEDERAL REGISTER 

Many of you will have seen the 
draft Register prepared by John Fit- 
tler and distributed to those who 
attended the Bathurst Rally. Mem- 
bers were entreated to forward cor- 
rections, amendments and addi- 
tions, by the editorial deadline 1st 
August in order that the final Regis- 
ter might be prepared. John informs 
me that response was, unfortunately, 
disappointing as a result of which 
many members may find errors or 
ommissions. However, John now 
has all records on computer and is 
hoping to provide an annual up 
date. Accordingly members are 
urged to forward to him details of 
any amendments required, not only 
in respect of their own vehicles but 
any other vehicles known to belong 
to members. The Register will also 
provide chassis information details 
in respect of each of the models as 
well as the current Federal Constitu- 
tion. 


FEDERAL CONCOURS D’ELE- 
GANCE 

What a magnificent day Sunday 
10th June turned out to be! The 
weather was kind to us and the 
setting at Abercrombie House was 
magnificent. The Club was fortunate 
in being able to charter a light 
aircraft, at nominal cost, and some 
excellent aerial phtographs were 
taken. The standard of cars to be 
judged was high and competition 
was thus keen, particuarly in the 
Silver Cloud category. The list of 
awards is published elsewhere in 
this issue and members will note a 
new trophy, donated by the Queens- 
land Branch, for the best Silver 
Cloud at the Rally. Keith Brennan's 
magnificent Silver Cloud III, whilst 
officially entered for the restoration 
trophy was not judged for that 
award. The overall winner of the 
Concours was David Jones’ magnifi- 
cent Silver Ghost No. 2617. 


FRANK COVE TROPHY 

The very deserving recipient of 
the Frank Cove trophy this year was 
Wendy Friezer for organising what 
must have been by any account, one 
of the most enjoyable rallies. Perma- 


nent trophies were also awarded to. 


previous recipients of the Frank 
Cove trophy, namely Dianne Rains- 
ford (Berri 1983), Wal Moorehouse/ 
Joy Brannelly (Brisbane 1982) and 
David Kenway (Shepparton 1981). 


BRANCH COMMITTEES 

Would those branches who have 
not yet notified the Editor of changes 
to their state office bearers for inclu- 
sion on the back page of Praeclarum 
please do so. Please also advise 
either myself or Martin of any 
amendments or corrections to this 
list. In particular please notify me of 
the names and addresses of current 
Federal Delegates in order that | can 
ensure that issues of Pipeline are 
received by the correct persons. 


MARKET PLACE 

Members are reminded of the 
availability of Market Place for 
advertising cars and parts for sale 
and wanted. 


Left: Newly elected Federal Chief Judge 
Harry Thompson at the Federal Dinner 
receiving his raffle prize from Federal 
Treasurer Margaret Miller. Far Left: The 


only photo | could find of the outgoing, 


Chief Judge on the judging field! 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 


Speedy Mulsanne 

Mr. David Llewellyn, Chairman of 
the Bentley Drivers’ Club, recently 
drove the Company’s Mulsanne Tur- 
bo at the Brighton Speed Trials. Even 
though the practice run was in 
torrential rain the car went off the 
line absolutely magnificently. Only 
the 4-wheel drive cars went off the 
line as quickly and with such little 
effort. Although the tuning could 
have been adjusted to give a higher 
than standard boost, Rolls-Royce 
Motors have made a policy decision 
to leave it unchanged. The only 
modifications needed for the car in 
preparation for the race involved 
fixing the timing strut, marking the 
ignitition for on/off and removing 
the wheeltrims. 


Corniche Target 

The massive reorganisation and 
relocation of Mulliner-Park Ward 
Division to Hythe Road was com- 
pleted on schedule and 203 Cor- 
niche cars were delivered to the 
Marketing Division in line with the 
end of 1983 production targets. 


Rolls-Royce Golf 

The Hendre is a 1500 acre estate 
of great beauty and charm centred 
on the old country home of the Rolls 
family. In the mid-18th century, 
when one John Rolls married a 
Sarah Coysh, the estate came into 
the Rolls family. 

John Harding-Rolls has over five 
years established the Rolls of Mon- 
mouth Golf Course centred at The 
Hendre. The course has been de- 
scribed as one of the most challeng- 
ing in Great Britain and weekend 
facilities are available including 
horse riding, fishing, clay pigeon 
shooting as well as golf classics. The 
Rolls of Monmouth Golf Club is 
open by invitation to current owners 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars. 


Zsa Zsa’s Gold 

This 1957 vehicle was first owned 
by the Duchess of Kent and contains 
a walnut wine cabinet with gold 
goblets and Zsa Zsa’s personal sign- 
ature in jewels and gold plate. It also 
has velvet cushions, a gold inlaid 
walnut makeup cabinet which 
opens to reveal a matching gold 
plated brush and comb set and the 
car is finished off with not 29 but 30 
coats of gold paint. 


Keith Wherry 


FROM THE BRANCHES 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
ANNUAL CONCOURS 
D’ELEGANCE 

SUNDAY 29TH APRIL 1984 
Claremont Teachers’ Training 
College 


Most Club members look forward 
to the Annual Concours d’Elegance 
and, altogether, some 25 cars with 
owners appeared. The weather was 
not the usual autumn Sunday — it 
rained heavily for most of the day 
making conditions difficult for own- 
ers and judges. However, as one 
prominent member was heard to 
remark — “Anyone can run a Con- 
cours in good weather — it takes 
real enthusiasm to do so on a very 
wet day”. Such was the case and 
keen competition ensued. 


The results of the day were as 
follows:— 


Overall winner: 118 points 
Jeremy Greene's 1939 Sports- 
mans’ Tourer, 4'/-litre Bentley, 
Chassis No. — B199MX 

Best Silver Ghost: 111 points 
Peter Briggs’ 1914 Laundaulette, 
Chassis No. — 54AB 

Best 20/25 h.p.: 107 points 
Colin Heath’s 1934 Saloon, Chas- 
sis No. — GNC26 

Best Silver Dawn: 113 points 
Terry Smith’s 1954 Saloon, Chas- 
sis No. — SRH 36. (Penalised 15 
points — last year’s winner) 

Best Silver Cloud: 109 points 
Lewis Riches’ 1964 Cloud Ill, 
Chassis No. — SCX 317 

Best Silver Shadow: 114 points 
Jeremy Greene’s 1971 Saloon, 
Chassis No. — SRH 11370 

Runner Up Silver Shadow: 113 

points 
Ted Lisle’s 1968 Saloon, Chassis 
No. — SRH 4015 

Best Bentley: 

John Hall’s 1959 $2 Saloon, Chas- 
sis No. — B241AA 


As can be seen from the close 
points score, some entrants can be 
classed as unfortunate, but generally 
the standard of presentation was of 
the highest order. With such enthu- 
siasm in high evidence, our Club 
can look forward with confidence to 
the Federal Rally to take place in 
September (13th — 16th) 1985. We 
welcome our Eastern States friends 
to join us and enjoy the hospitality 
of our Western Australia Branch. 


Harry Thompson 


LETTERS 


| had always realised that we had 
several V’s too many in the Royce 
motto as reproduced on the foot of 
each PRAECLARUM front cover. | 
was, in fact, trying to sort out the V’s 
from the U’s when | most fortuitous- 
ly received a copy of the following 
words of wisdom from W.A. Life 
Member Fred Robinson to Federal 
President Andrew Brownell. As a 
result, the motto has been revised. 
However, the magazine “masthead” 
will remain unchanged. 


Dear Andrew, 
PRACLARVM or Praeclarum? 


| do not claim to be a Latin scholar 
of any particular note, but | did study 
Latin at school and university. 


The Latin alphabet contains both 
a V anda U and, unfortunately there 
are many ancient inscriptions show- 
ing that at least in stone inscriptions 
the capital U was usually written as 
Ve 


It is however a sign of pedantic 
pseudo-learning in the Twentieth 
Century A.D. to write the motto of 
Sir Henry Royce, which contains 2 
V's and 4 U’s, as though there are 6 
Wiss 

The modern way of writing Latin 
capital letters (or Upper Case if you 
prefer) is PRAECLARUM, and the 
Lower Case U is u and never in my 
experience a v. Of course there may 
be some who will disagree, but | 
doubt whether any scholar would 
approve of the Lower Case title 
Praeclarvm for our magazine. 


Similarly the joining of the letters 
in the dipthong A is to say the least 
archaic. 


| enclose a photocopy of two 
pages from a modern Latin text book 
to illustrate my point, and a copy of 
the current pamphlet from the Sir 
Henry Royce Memorial Foundation. 


Yours sincerely, 


Fred Robinson, 
9 Ardross Street, 
APPLESCROSS W.A. 6153 


1939 Wraith WMB64_ H.j. Mulliner 
Saloon, owned by Tom Clarke. 
Interesting to compare this car with 
WXA68 in John Bull's article on pages 
972/3. Both are referred to in Tom 
Clarke’s letter above. 
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THE RED BADGE ROLLS-ROYCE CLUB 


Dear Martin, 


Firstly | would like to say how 
delightful it was to see you again 
after so many years and secondly to 
say a nice “thank you” for still 
managing to laugh at my tired old 
jokes. 


The other reason for penning this 
epistle is that the following may be 
worth a line or two in PRAEC- 
LARUM. 


Rumour hath it that the one and 
only Terence Donovan O'Reilly 
Fangio the Bruce has created a 
world wide motoring record — or so 
he believes. It is claimed that he 
completed the Mt. Panorama circuit 
at Bathurst in 27 minutes and 45 
seconds. This may not seem news- 
worthy but one must bear in mind 
that it was done in George Forbes’ 
Brewster Green, Magnolia uphos- 
tery 1973 Corniche convertible — 
with the hood down of course — 
going in the wrong direction and in 
reverse gear naturally enough for 
Terry. He said it was a most extraor- 


HON. PRES. 
T. D. O'R. BRUCE 
HON. SECY. 
T. D. O'R. BRUCE 
HON. TREAS. 
T. D. O'R. BRUCE 
FULL MEMBER'S LIST: 
T. D. O'R. BRUCE 
CABLE ADDRESS 
KNACK CARS MELB. 


dinary experience going up through 
the S’s (however you spell it) instead 
of down and how difficult it was to 
keep a straight line on Con-Rod. 
Now Peter Brock and George Harris 
you had better watch out for your 
laurels! 


Remember, this unusual speed 
trial was carried out whilst the 
course was open to the general 
motoring public, which did not 
make it an easy task. So! Is this really 
true, or is it just another Terry 
Brucel? 


Well Martin me boy, there it is for 
you to do with as you wish — add to 
it, subtract, completely re-write or 
delete it completely. | will leave it to 
your literary and otherwise good 
judgement. 


Yours as always, 
Terence Donovan O'Reilly the 
Bruce 
(Terry) 
1/326 Beaconsfield Pde., 
St. Kilda, Victoria 3182. 


faeces faurus frustral compos ments 


Thank you Terry for this elucid 
account of your record-breaking run 
at Mt. Panorama. Congratulations 
are in order. | can’t help thinking 
though, that you could have com- 


pleted the circuit almost as fast in 
your 20 h.p. — provided of course 
that you used the forward gears! 


— Ed. 


a 


Dear Mr. Bennett, 


The 1938 Wraith pictured in the 
recent PRAECLARUM (1-84) and 
owned new by Mrs. Tennant of 
Adelaide, is Chassis Number 
WXA 68. It is a Mulliner “High 
Vision” Touring Saloon with divi- 
sion, Body No. 4610. According to 
the H.J. Mulliner records at the 
Royce Foundation, the car is a copy 
of the Show car, WXA 22, and my 
own car, WMB 64, both in the U.K. 
The Tennant car has a number of 
highly individual interior appoint- 
ments. Factory records even go so 
far as to record the ship taking it to 
Australia as the s.s. Stratheden. 


Yours sincerely, 


Tom Clarke, 

Archivist, 

Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation. 

(W.A. Branch Life Member) 


Thankyou Tom, for this informa- 
tion. For comparison purposes, 
Tom's car is pictured below. This 
must be one of H.J. Mulliner’s most 
handsome designs. — Ed. 


Dear Martin, 


Following Roger Thiedeman’s re- 
quest for information on the Rolls- 
Royce utilities registered in Australia 
(PRAECLARUM 3-84, page 961), | 
had the unexpected pleasure of 
meeting the owner of this 1926 
beauty. 


Mr. Arthur Sydney John of Castle- 
maine, Victoria, has owned this 20 
h.p. for upwards of thirty years. Mr. 
John, a sprightly 84 year old enthu- 
siastic man, was pleased to demons- 
trate his pride and joy. He swung the 
crank handle once and the Rolls- 
Royce “ute” purred into life. He 
explained that in the interests of 
good battery management, he does 
not use the self-starter. These days 
the Rolls is used to carry firewood 
and the odd item of building mate- 
rial for the extensions to the owner’s 
country style home. 


| asked Arthur about tyres and he 
laconically related that the last time 
he purchased one was in 1958 or 
thereabouts (for £4) — and it was 
second-hand at that! 


The car has a Hooper body, the 
rear of which was customized by a 
bush tradesman unknown, the result 
being a Fair Dinkum Australiana 
style “ute” of some distinction. 


The engine is incredibly smooth 
running, without the slightest vibra- 
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tion. Only a slight crack in the 
manifold which produces a con- 
tinuous “put-put” sound detracts 
from its quietness. The radiator has a 
few small leaks but still holds water, 
| was told. 


Overall, the car is most original. 
The cabin, door panels, upholstery, 
dash, steering wheel, windscreen, 
coachbuilder’s plates, lights, 
wheels, etc., are all original and in 
good condition. It appears the mas- 
cot has been lost over the years. 


Nowadays, Arthur drives his Mini 
Minor into town for shopping and 
leaves the Rolls in the garage. 


After the impromptu demonstra- 
tion by our kind host | discovered 
that my camera had an excellent 
black and white film in it — hence 
the photographs for posterity. | 
asked Arthur’s permission to publish 
details of his car in our magazine 
and he was very pleased to hear that 
fellow enthusiasts would be _ in- 
terested in reading about his “ute”. 


My own car, a 1929 Phatom | 
Coupé of rakish proportions, is 
undergoing extensive mechanical 
repairs at McDermott’s in Fitzroy. | 
hope to have it back on the road 
soon. 


My compliments on your excel- 
lent work on our publication. | 
always look forward to receiving it 
and devouring its contents! Keep up 
the good work. 


Very truly yours, 


Jack Hooymans, 
Manor House, 
Main St., 
Lilydale, Victoria. 


Below: Three photographs taken by Jack 
Hooymans of Mr. John’s 20 h.p. utility, 
chassis No. GOK69. 


After publication of the “Vehicle 
Identification Number” article (June 
issue, page 960) | realised that some- 
thing was slightly amiss with the 
chart identifying each digit. Accord- 
ing to the chart, digits 6 to 9 
inclusive are “OOOO” on “All cars 
except those for North America”. 
This was obviously wrong, since the 
York Motors Silver Spirit illustrated 
on the same page has “4” as its 9th 
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digit, and | was aware that the 
Mulsanne Turbo has a “T” as its 7th 
digit. In an attempt to get to the 
bottom of this, | again contacted 
John Peirson, Editor of the “British 
Columbia Spirit” — the Newsletter 
of the RROC British Columbia Re- 
gion — which was the source of the 
article. As a result | received the 
following letter: 


ROLLS 


Rolls-Royce Motors International IR 


Dear Mr. Bennett: 


RE: VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER (VIN) 


Your recent letter to Mr. Peirson 
on the above subject was brought to 
the attention of my Chairman, Mr. 
John Craig, who has requested me to 
respond, and hopefully shed a little 
light on the question of the middle 
few digits. If it is of any consolation, 
we also occasionally become con- 
fused with this system! 


The explanatory chart which you 
recently published is perfectly cor- 
rect, and the following explains the 
use of the four digits in question. 


Sixth Digit: This item identifies the 
engine family and is “4” for U.S.A. 
and Canada and “O” for all other 
engines. 

Seventh Digit: This identifies the 
carburation system used, and is “2” 
for North America, “O” for all 
others, and as you have already 
noticed, is “T” for the Bentley Mul- 
sanne Turbo. 

Eighth Digit: This identifies the 
type of occupant restraint system, 


ROY! 


and is “A” (for active) for North 
America and “O” for all other mar- 
kets. This is a trifle confusing, as all 
of our current cars are fitted with 
active seatbelts, although certain 
countries require three belts in the 
rear seat; others require only two. 
Some territories are happy with seat 
belts to the front seats only. 


Ninth Digit: This can be anything 
from 0-9, or can also be an “X”. It ts 
a check digit, and if you are in 
possession of the magic formula, 
plus access to a computer, you can 
quickly verify that the VIN in ques- 
tion is correct, and that none of the 
digits have been erased or altered. 
For example, anyone who tries to 
alter the 10th digit which indicates 
the year of manufacture, would im- 
mediately negate the whole VIN, 
unless he had inside information 
and a computer. 


| do hope that the above will be of 
interest, and will clarify the 17-digit 
VIN system. 


Yours sincerely, 
E.J. Cook 
Sales & Service Executive 


From the Victoria Branch News- 
letter Editor, Roger Thiedeman: 


Dear Martin, 


The enclosed article is one | re- 
cently came across in the June 1983 
issue of the New Zealand Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Club newsletter. 
Confident that you would find it 
both unusual and interesting enough 
to reproduce in PRAECLARUM, | 
took the liberty of writing to the N.Z. 
Club requesting their permission for 
you to do so. Both the Club Execu- 
tive and article’s author, Barry Brin- 
son, are delighted to have it pub- 
lished in PRAECLARUM, and the 
latter has been kind enough to also 
send the two photos enclosed here- 
with. 


He writes: “I hope the article will 
be of interest to members in Austra- 
lia. As a further piece of information 
which you may add, | am now 
considering the conversion of this 
vehicle to run on L.P.G. — following 
an article which appeared in 
PRAECLARUM about a similar Bent- 
ley conversion.” 


Congratulations on yet another 
brilliant issue (No. 3 — 83). | was 
again pleased to see material from 
our Newsletter being used in 
PRAECLARUM. If | may make one 
minor criticism in relation to my 
Book Review (p.959), the whole 
thrust of my penultimate sentence 
(re’ the lack of hyphen in the book’s 
title) was negated by the printer 
leaving in the hyphen at the head of 
the article!! 


Hoping you find the enclosed 
worthwhile. 


With best regards, 


Roger 

17 Hales Court, 
Keysborough, Vic., 3173, 
Australia. 


Left: Silver Cloud Hearse, chassis No. 
S$DD264. Below: the rebodied 1947 
Silver Wraith Hearse referred to on page 
971. This could well be the only Rolls- 
Royce to be built new as a hearse and 
subsequently rebodied for further service 
in the same role. Photo from Ken White, 
NZ RR & BC. 


THE STORY OF A SILVER 
CLOUD HEARSE 
CONVERSION 

(by Barry Brinson, Christchurch) 


A unique Rolls-Royce Silver 
Cloud in New Zealand is this Cloud | 
hearse conversion specially built for 
the late Herb Brinson of Taupo. The 
vehicle is now tn Christchurch, 
where it has been extensively reno- 
vated and restored, and is now in 
service, under my direction, with a 
local funeral firm. It has attracted 
attention whenever it has been on 
service, and is certainly a striking 
departure from the usual American 
or Australian station wagons used as 
hearses by most NZ funeral direc- 
tors. 

The philosophical arguments for 
or against putting a cutting torch 
through a perfectly good Rolls- 
Royce body will not be pursued in 
this article. Suffice it to say that, 
having made the decision, my father 
and | were determined that it would 
be done properly, and we first stu- 
died as many photographs as we 
could find of other Cloud estate car 
variations, notably those build by 
Radford. However, the sporting 
wagon or “shooting brake” concept 
was not right for our purposes, and 
we did not want the Cloud to look 
like a van or station wagon. What 
we wanted to achieve was an “ex- 
tended landaulette” terminating in a 
one-piece liftoack rear door. Thus, 
no additional side windows were 
required. The roofline was not 
altered, the cut being made just 
above the central door pillar, and 
the downward sweep carried back 
as a continuation. The height at the 
rear door may be a little low, but still 
sufficient for pall-bearers to walk up 
to the open door without hitting 
their foreheads! The whole of the 
roof and landaulette extension was 
covered in an embossed black vinyl, 
giving a unity to the upper part of the 
vehicle. The chrome cabriolet 
brackets were specially made, and 
stainless steel roundels with the RR 
insignia made for the centre of each. 

The perspective of the photograph 
is deceptive, but there is actually 7 
feet 4 inches of rear deck space — 
enough to carry the largest casket. 
The whole conversion was accom- 
plished within the original standard 
wheelbase chassis — no lengthen- 
ing being necessary. (The only other 
Cloud hearse in the country is in 
Lower Hutt, built on a Cloud LWB 
chassis.) 

Since the vehicle has been in 
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Christchurch, | have completely re- 
fitted the interior. The upholsterer 
after the conversion had used vinyl] 
for the rear lining — which Herb 
was never happy with, so out it 
came. The interior is now lined in 
rich red plush dralon fabric, with 
matching carpet. All edge trim is 
either bronzed aluminium, or maho- 
gany, the latter being salvaged from 
an earlier Silver Wraith hearse 
which Herb re-bodied some years 
ago. All original walnut woodwork 
— door trims, instrument fascia and 


capping rail — was removed, 
sanded carefully back to bare wood, 
and repolished — coming up like 


new of course. To anyone attemp- 
ting this work, a caution. Be ex- 
tremely careful, as the veneer is 
wafer-thin, bonded onto moulded 
bakelite for stability. All featherwork 
(there are only the front seats and 
door panels left) was miraculously 
restored by many hours of hard work 
with, firstly tanners soap, then hide 
food, then dressing mixed with dye. 
The original front carpets, having 
been covered with loose mats for 
many years, were in mint condition, 
requiring only rejuvenation of the 
leather edge-bindings, shampooing 
and vacuuming to come up like 
new. Other finishing touches were 
the renewal of all door rubber sea- 


ling strips, the installation of a roof- 
rack to carry flowers, and the fitting 
of larger stop/tail lights — necessary 
in modern city traffic. The extra 
lights are mounted on the lift-back 
door, and the original rear lights are 
now entirely used as direction in- 
dicators. The original paintwork — 
Tudor grey, metallic, with shell-grey 
bonnet — has been touched up, cut 
and polished. It has not yet reached 
the stage of a complete repaint. 
Unfortunately, the painter who did 
the touching up needs a kick in the 
pants, but for the present, it will 
suffice. 


There can be few more satisfying 
projects than seeing fine RR crafts- 
manship respond so well to time, 
care and attention to restoration. | 
am proud to display and use my late 
father’s vehicle, and while | am not 
keen to carry Club members as 
“passengers” in the rear, members 
are welcome to telephone me and’ 
inspect the Cloud. 


You may notice that there is no 
front numberplate in the photo- 
graph. | have since made a new one, 
to replace the 1968 plate which had 
become tatty and stone-damaged. 
The plate is of English style and 
dimensions, retaining the NZ reg- 
istration number EC6009. 


This photo (below) of the Radford Estate Car shows the ‘Sporting wagon” look that 
was successfully avoided in carrying out the hearse adaptation on the Silver Cloud 


S$DD264 (bottom). 


Some History of a Wraith 


In the October, 1976 issue of 
PRAECLARUM there appeared an 
article by me, “Some History and a 
Wraith”, which told a little of histor- 
ic Portee Station near Blanche 
Town, South Australia and some- 
thing of the gleaming burgundy 
Rolls-Royce 25-30 h.p. Wraith H.]. 
Mulliner touring limousine which 
the late Mrs. Kathleen Tennant 
bought for £Stg. 2,800 at the Earls 
Court Motor Show in London in 
1938. She brought the car back to 
S.A. for use from her homes, Seafield 
Tower, at Glenelg, and Portee. Apart 
from falling in love with this beauti- 
ful motor car at Earls Court she 
obviously saw it as a modern stable- 
mate for the 1921 Silver Ghost 
Barker limousine which her late 
husband, Fred, had bought in Eng- 
land years before. The Wraith was 
exhibited at the Royal Adelaide 
Show in 1939. 


In the closing paragraph of my 
1976 article | said that it would be 
interesting to know the fate of these 
two cars. | stated that the Silver 
Ghost went to Broken Hill and this 
has proved incorrect. The Wraith 
went to Tasmania, as stated, when 
Mrs. Tennant moved there a few 
years after the war. The unhappy 
fate of the S.G. has unfolded and | 
will relate that at some future date. 
Mrs. T. sold the Wraith in due 
course and it gradually slipped into 
bad times but its story has had a 
recent happy chapter which | will 
now impart to you. 


In March of this year Bertie Pow- 
er, a nephew of Mrs. Tennant, and 
her successor at Portee, received a 
letter from one Geoff Smedley, of 
Classic Cars of Rosevears Drive, 
Rosevears, Tasmania. “Some History 
and a Wraith” had been photostated 
and passed on to Mr. Smedley who, 
thoughtfully, wrote to Bert, c/o Por- 
tee, to bring him up-to-date on the 
car which he had known so well. 


Geoff Smedley wrote, “I can give 
the history of the car as | know it 
since its arrival in Tasmania in the 
early ‘fifties when Mrs. Tennant 
came here to reside and | had the 
pleasure of meeting her and becom- 
ing acquainted with the Wraith until 
it was sold to a prominent bookmak- 
er in Launceston, who, | understand, 
cared for the car in the manner to 
which it was accustomed”. Geoff 
went on to say that the bookmaker, a 
Mr. Wilkes, in due course parted 
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“— used the car as a farm vehicle, and it was a common sight to see in the streets of 
Launceston loaded with sheep for the weekly sales.” 


with the Wraith and it passed into 
the hands of its third owner, a Mr. 
Tom Mason who “used the car as a 
farm vehicle, and it was a common 
sight to see it in the streets of 
Launceston loaded with sheep for 
the weekly sales. It was treated in 
this way until the mid-sixties when it 
was turned into a chicken house 
where it has remained for the past 
20 years”. Geoff related how he 
rescued the noble vehicle from its 
ignoble situation and at that stage 
was nearing completion of its full 
restoration. On reading this letter in 
the company of Bertie Power in the 
Bay Motel-Hotel at Glenelg South, | 
gleefully downed my Grouse whisky 
and with refills of the same Bert and 
| drank a toast to the old lady. We 
were then joined by our publican 
host, Tasmanian Don Shaw, who 
read Geoff's letter and informed us 
that the above mentioned Mr. Jock 
Wilkes was his uncle and that he 
had often ridden in the car when he 
was a boy! 


i wrote to Geoff Smedley to sup- 
plement Bert Power's letter to him. 
In early April | received a letter from 
him in which he said of the Wraith, 
“| hope to have it completed by the 
19th of this month after almost 12 
months of detailed rebuilding”. The 
owner of the car is a Chinese gentle- 
man by the name of P.H. Wong who 
lives in Hong Kong. P.H. Wong is an 
old aquaintance whom | have 
known for 16 years, and on a visit to 
my workshop two years ago, saw 
and fell in love with the Wraith. 
Negotiations were immediately set 
up to purchase the car for $8,000 on 
the condition the vehicle stayed in 
Tasmania and work started in May 
1983. Work then commenced in 


“bringing the car back to its original 
glory with every effort being made to 
keep it authentic in every detail”. 


“The Chassis number is WXA 68 
and was built in 1938. This was 
perhaps one of the most sophisti- 
cated chassis made at that time with 
all the usual refinements plus some, 
and over 1,000 hours were spent on 
the chassis alone. Bodywork created 
a lot of work as the aluminium skin 
had to be removed and 70% of the 
wood framework replaced. The tim- 
ber used was selected Huon pine, a 
famous local timber that is imper- 
vious to rot and lasts indefinitely, so 
| feel confident that there will be no 
further problems in this respect. All 
the rosewood panelling and brass 
inlay has been restored and trimmed 
back to its original tonings in leather 
and cashmere, with a final result of 
luxury and charm only found in 
vehicles of that era. 


“Bodywork is finished in the ori- 
ginal burgundy using the latest two- 
part epoxy finish which gives an 
authentic look with vastly improved 
lasting properties. The car once 
again is attracting the same interest 
as it did originally according to your 
article, and | will send photos of the 
finished product just as soon as 
convenient. 


“lam enclosing photos taken of the 
chassis some months ago for your 
interest and | would be grateful for 
any further information you may 
acquire as we are putting together a 
full history to be kept in our museum 
along with the Wraith. 


“If you ever come to Tasmania 
you are assured of a drive to fulfill an 
old interest and to relive a part of 
history”. 


!am told Tasmania is a delightful 
place with oodles of history and 
lovely old pubs, so | hope | will be 
able to take up Geoff's kind offer 
one of these days! 


In a letter of 25th April Geoff 
continued the interesting saga of 
WXA 68: 


“As | am expecting Mr. Wong's 
arrival in a few days the pressure has 
been on to complete the thousand 
and one small details that are neces- 
sary to present the car in the condi- 
tion it was when Mrs. Tennant first 
saw it. | am confident that this is 
now so as the car really looks superb 
in its original burgundy, and 
although | have sinned by adding a 
cream panel through the waist to 
accentuate the beautiful bodyline, 
the car is now original in every other 
respect and must be one of the 
loveliest vehicles Rolls-Royce ever 
produced, and it is wonderful to 
witness everyone’s reactions to this 
grand old lady.” 


Esteemed mine host of the Bay 
Motel-Hotel, Don Shaw, lent me his 
copy of the Launceston “Examiner” 
of Monday, May 21, 1984 which, on 
page 3, carried an article headed 
fittingly, “Former Chicken Coop 
Now Worth $130,000”! With this 
were two fine photographs of the 
Wraith. | wrote to “The Examiner” 
requesting prints of these for PRAEC- 
LARUM and they were duly and 
kindly sent to me free of charge. 


As | conclude this happy story | 
am pleased to report that Geoff 
Smedley has discovered another 
Wraith on the Cider Isle — and there 
were only 491 built! 


John Bull 


il! eee 
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Above: WXA 68 under restoration — the completed chassis and the body being fitted. 
Photos by Geoff Smedley. 

Below: Geoff Smedley with the completed WXA 68. Photos by The Examiner, 
Launceston. 
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The 1984 Annual Federal Rally 
was held at Bathurst and Jenolan 
Caves, over the Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend from Friday 8th to Mon- 
day 11th June, 1984. 


The choice of venue was superb. 
Bathurst is a city full of fascinating 
historical facts and artifacts. It stands 
on the western banks of the Mac- 
quarie River, which was found and 
named by explorer, George Evans in 
1813. The river was named after 
Governor Macquarie, who formally 
proclaimed the settlement of Bath- 
urst on 7 May, 1815, commemorat- 
ing Lord Bathurst, the British Secret- 
ary of State for War and the Col- 
onies. Bathurst was the first settle- 
ment west of the Great Dividing 
Range, and pre-dates most coastal 
capitals. 


Jenolan Caves, too, are full of 
historical interest. They were disco- 
vered by accident in 1838, and in 
1866 were declared an official re- 
serve by the Government of New 
South Wales. 


Rally Headquarters had been set 
up with considerable panache in the 
James Hardie Centre on Pit Straight 
at Mount Panorama. The name of 
Mount Panorama is of course famil- 
iar to everyone as the motor racing 
circuit where the James Hardie 
“1000” Touring Car Championship 
Races are held every October holi- 
day weekend. 


Car cleaning facilities were avail- 
able at Rally Headquarters. Also 
available was the opportunity to 
circulate around the Mount Panor- 
ama Circuit — at slow and safe 
speed! — while marvelling at the 
curves and inclines (both up and 
down) which are negotiated at such 
extraordinary speed by the cham- 
pions. 


Tere (Stt, 


CLASS 1: 
SILVER GHOSTS 


CLASS 2: 
PHANTOM | 


CLASS 5 & 6: 
20 h.p. & 20/25 


CLASS 8 & 9: 
SILVER DAWN 
SILVER CLOUD | 
BENTLEY S1 


CLASS 12: 
BENTLEY Mk.V1 
& R—TYPE 


CLASS 13: 
SILVER CLOUDS II & Ill 
BENTLEY S2 & S3 


CLASS 14 & 15: 
SILVER SHADOW 
& LATER VEHICLES 


LADIES’ CHOICE: 

THREE COMPETENT LADY 
JUDGES 

JUNE BRADSHAW 

LYNNE HOLYOAKE 
MARGARET GILLINGS 


THE COMPANY TROPHY: 
FOR THE BEST ROLLS-ROYCE 
RESTORATION OF THE YEAR 


FEDERAL RALLY — B, 


PRIZE W 


Ted Hudson 
1922 Silver Ghost (Springfield) Tourer 
Chassis No. 154 BG 


Malcolm Johns 
1928 Phantom | Windovers Limousine 
Chassis No. 96 AL 


Angelo Notaras 
1933 20/25 HJ. Mulliner Sports Saloon 
Chassis No. GDX 11 


David Heuzenroeder 
1951 Silver Dawn Saloon 
Chassis No. SDB 140 


Alex Brown 
1952 Mk.V1 Bentley Saloon 
Chassis No. B100MD 


lan Edwards 
1961 Silver Cloud Il Long Wheelbase Saloon 
Chassis No. LCC 9 


Yvonne Redman 7 
1973 Corniche Convertible 
Chassis No. DRH 14436 


Dick Donnelley 
1925 Phantom | Barker Sedanca Coupé 
Chassis No, 31 HC 


John Martin 

1956 Silver Cloud | 
Hooper Saloon 
Chassis No. SWA 102 


BATHURST — 1984 


WINNERS 


THE BENTLEY TROPHY: 
AWARDED BY BILL COBURN 
FOR THE BEST BENTLEY 
RESTORATION OF THE YEAR 


Alex Brown 
1952 Mk.V1 Bentley Saloon 
Chassis No. B1OOMD 


FRANK COVE TROPHY: 
AWARDED FOR THE MOST 
SIGNFICANT CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE RALLY 


Wendy Friezer 
Chassis No. 36-24-36 


THE BEST POST WAR ROLLS-ROYCE: 

AWARDED TO THE BEST Keith Brennan 

ROLLS-ROYCE AFTER 1940 AT 1964 Silver Cloud III 

THE FEDERAL RALLY Mulliner, Park Ward 2-door Saloon 
Chassis No. SGT 585C 


THE ROLLS-ROYCE 

SILVER SHADOW TROPHY: 

FOR THE BEST SILVER SHADOW Ralph Pearson 

AT THE RALLY (FROM ERIC 1978 Silver Shadow II Saloon 
RAINSFORD) Chassis No. SRH 33684 


THE ROLLS-ROYCE 

SILVER CLOUD TROPHY: 

AWARDED TO THE BEST SILVER John Milverton 

CLOUD 1, I}OR IILAT THE RALLY 1960 Silver Cloud II Saloon 
Chassis No. STB 338 


THE OVERALL WINNER CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 
AND 


THE E.J. VIDLER SHIELD FOR AGE AND AUTHENTICITY 


David Jones 
1913 Silver Ghost Wilkinson Tourer 
Chassis No. 2617 


The first official, but informal, 
event of the Weekend was the Even- 
ing Buffet at the Bathurst City Bowl- 
ing Club held on the Friday evening. 


However, on Saturday, things 
really started to move. While parents 
took part in the Navigation and 
Observation Run around the scenic 
countryside, or else toiled away 
cleaning their cars, the children 
were whisked away in the mini-bus 
(a transport of delight!) to the Bath- 
urst Sheep and Cattle “Theatre of the 
Land”. 


Here they were enthralled by dis- 
plays of marvellously trained sheep 
and cows (meadow-ladies) who en- 
tered on cue on to a stage and took 
up their pre-determined positions. 
Later, outside, the owner demons- 
trated how his sheep dog would 
obey only his master, and could 
round up a herd of sheep at will. 
Then it was time for everyone to go 
to the Karingal Village Gold dig- 
gings, accessible from Conrod 
Straight, for a buffet luncheon. 


Saturday afternoon was spent in 
inspecting the authentic reconstruc- 
tion of the gold mine, complete with 
stamper battery and blacksmith’s 
forge, and in circumnavigating the 
Mount Panorama Circuit at an aver- 
age speed (below 25 m.p.h.) nomin- 
ated by the driver. 


Saturday evening was held at 
Woolstone House, Kelso. There was 
a spit roast and dancing in the 
Victorian ballroom, which went on 
until the small hours. 


Sunday, 10 June dawned bright 
and clear. At 8.30 a.m. Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley vehicles began to con- 
gregate in Russell Street, in front of 
the magnificent and historic Court 
House. 


After morning tea, the mayor of 
Bathurst made an official speech of 
welcome. Then the cars, over 100 in 
all, moved off in order of age, 
proceeding in convoy to Abercrom- 
bie House at Mount Pleasant. Aber- 
crombie House was completed in 
1878, and is built in Gothic-Baronial 
style. It is the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rex Morgan, who are carrying out 
extensive renovations. During the 
day, guided tours of the House were 
held, while judging of the Concours 
d'Elegance and Gymkhana events 
continued apace. 


The Scottish atmosphere was en- 
hanced by the kilted pipers from the 
Scots School, Bathurst, who played 
bagpipe music throughout the after- 
noon. Aerial photographs of the 
array of cars and people were taken 
from a Tiger Moth, which made 
several low level passes, while a 
splendid barbecue lunch was en- 
joyed by all. 

Sunday evening was the occasion 
of the Formal Dinner, held in the 
Union dining Room of the Mitchell 
College of Advanced Education. 
New South Wales President, Keith 
Wherry, was Host and Master of 
Ceremonies in his usual superb 
style. 


Highlights of the evening in- 
cluded the display of a fine model of 
the Spirit of Ecstasy, standing two 
feet high, which had been executed 
by one of the young chefs — sculp- 
ted from margarine. Noteworthy 
also, was the “Toast to the Club” by 
Roger Lloyd, Patron of the New 
Zealand Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Club — a speech abounding in wit 
and charm. Then the Presentation of 
Trophies took place. Chief Judge, 
Jim Kelso, and his assistants had 
once again performed a labour of 
love, and the standard of cars was 
very high. David Jones’ magnificent 
1913 Silver Ghost 2317 was beauti- 
fully presented, as always, and his 
success was well-deserved. A full list 
of prize-winners is appended else- 
where. 


Monday, 11 June, dawned with a 
layer of ice covering cars parked in 
the open — and the early breakfast 
around the roaring log fire at 
Cuneo’s “Galloping Grape” was 
very popular. Then the drive to 
Jenolan Caves commenced — a 
long drive, the last several miles of 
which are down a narrow, winding 
road — but the cars, old and new, 
took it in their stride. 


After lunch at Caves House, some 
went on sight-seeing inspections of 


Part of the hilarious Terry Bruce Show. Demonstrating a very rare early Rolls-Royce artifact - 
the little-known Spinderical Mandragula. The car is Malcolm Johns’ PI Windovers limousine 
96AL. Roger Falkner (York Motors, Sydney), Geoffrey Goldsmith, John Miller and John Vawser 
(all N.S.W.) look on. 


the caverns, and then settled in for 
an overnight stay before heading for 
home. 


It was a wonderful weekend, full 
of variety and interest. 


The organisation throughout was 
superb, and reflected great credit on 
President Keith Wherry, and_ his 
associates, especially Wendy Friezer 
and Margaret Miller; but also many 
others too numerous to name; will- 
ing helpers who had assisted behind 
the scenes in many ways. 


The weekend was a real milestone 
in Club affairs, and one that will be 
the new standard against which 
such weekends are measured. 


Gilbert Ashby 


Gary Howe (Vic) helping Jim Redman prepare his immaculate Class-winning Corniche Convertible DRH14436. Joe and Angela 
Quattrochi’s $1 B151CN waits its turn at the back of Bathurst Motors, the business premises of N.S.W. Branch member Tim 


Sargeant. 


Always an impressive sight — George Williams’ 1920 silver Barker bodied Pl, 31HC ‘Sheila’ — always a popular car — 
Ghost, 62CW. Brougham de Ville coachwork by George with owners Dick and Joy Donnelley (N.S.W.). Winners of 
Williams. That’s George partly hidden by the Spirit of Ecstacy. _ Ladies’ Choice. 


. 73KR with Windovers 
9y owner Max Roberts (N.S.W.). 
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a . 
1933 20/25 Sports Saloon by H.J. Mulliner, chassis No. GDX11, 
owned by N.S.W. member Angelo Notaras — winner of the 
combined 20 h.p. — 20/25 Class. 


oe 


Donald O’Donaghue’s Park Ward bodied Silver Wraith, chassis 
No. WOF29, all the way from Queensland. Note the very 
suitable registration number. 


<4 
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Winners of the Bentley Trophy (for Best Bentley Restoration) 
Alex and Margaret Brown and 1952 Mk. V1, BIOOMD. 
Amazingly, their lost hub-cap was recovered on the journey 
home from an embankment at Mt. Victoria! 


* 


John Martin (N.S.W.) driving his superb Hooper bodied SCI, 
chassis No. SWA102, into its allocated position at Abercrombie 
House. Winners of Company Trophy for Best Restoration. 


A much admired car was Keith and Gillian Matheny’s (N.S.W.) 
20/25 Gurney Nutting three-position drophead coupé — chassis 
No. GWX28. 


A particularly elegant design by H.J. Mulliner on 1952 Silver 
Wraith chassis No. WSG26 — driven by owner Harvey Dearing 
(N.S.W.). 


Consistent winners all the way from South Australia — David 
and Judy Heuzenroeder in their 1951 Silver Dawn SDB140. 
Winners of combined Classes 8 & 9. 


The thought of warm weather motoring in this $1 Continental 
drophead coupé by Park Ward is enough to positively make 
one’s mouth water! Chassis No. BC44BG, owned by Peter 
Wilkie (N.S.W.). 


Robert and Alison McDermott (Vic) in a rare car — 1960 52 
Continental Saloon by James Young, chassis No. BCTOTAR, 


enterin 


the grounds of Abercrombie House. 


Winner of the newly awarded Silver Cloud Trophy was John 
Milverton (N.S.W. Branch Events Captain) for his 1960 SCI 
STB338. 


Queensland Branch President Keith Brennan’s superbly restored 
Silver Cloud II! two-door saloon by H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward. 
Restoration most painstakingly carried out by Sue Dunstan, 
Barry Sparks and Keith. Winner of Best Post-War Rolls-Royce 
award. Chassis No. SGT585C. 


Ralph Pearson (Vic) won the Silver Shadow Trophy for his 1978 
Silver shadow Il, SRH33684. 
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A rare vehicle — Silver Cloud Il Long Wheelbase Saloon without 
division — owned by lan and Doris Edwards (Vic). Winners of 
Class 13. Chassis No. LCC9. 


x 


Keen participants from South Australia, Michael Wybrow and 
Gregory Paul, brought Dick Donnelley’s 1965 SCIIl SGT 387. 


Winner of combined Classes 14 & 15 (all Silver Shadows and 
later models) Yvonne Redman driving Corniche Convertible 
DRH14436. Passengers are Angela Quattrocchi (N.S.W.) and 
the back seat, John Floyd (Vic) with Terry Bruce (Vic) — hidden 
from view. 


Your Editor had his first Silver Ghost driving lesson at Bathurst 
courtesy of N.S.W. Branch Vice-President Jim Redman, who 
simply made a few utterly silent gear changes then stepped out 
of the moving car and called back over his shoulder “its all 
yours!” 
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AT THE FEDERAL DINNER 


Overall Concours d’Elegance winner David Jones 
collecting his trophy from Federal and South Australian 
President Andrew Brownell. This was the last Club outing Federal President Andrew Brownell presenting N.S.W. 
in Australia for the Hordern Ghost, Chassis No. 2617, Branch Social Secretary Wendy Friezer with her Frank 


now in the U.S.A. Cove Trophy. 


z 


Winners for the Longest Distance Driven to the Rally — 
all the way from Western Australia — John Hall and Athol 
Thain who drove Silver Shadow $RH8553 and Bentley $3 


B28HN respectively. Andrew Brownell doing the Pe: Tir ee 
Kofta Impressionist Terry Bruce epitomises the Spirit of Ecstacy! 
: — N.S.W. President and Federal Secretary Keith Wherry 
: ' _. commentating. Love the footwear, Terry! 


ey f| . 
Wal Moorhouse (Qld.) accepting his Frank Cove Trophy The magnificent margarine Spirit of Ecstacy was a surprise 
for the 1982 Queensland Rally from Andrew Brownell. at the Federal Dinner, sculpted by First Year Apprentice 
N.S.W. Vice-Presidents Jim Redman and Malcolm Johns | Andrew Hines at Mitchell College. Much admired and 
assisting. much photographed! 
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27TH FEDERAL RALLY 1985 
PERTH, 13th — 16th 
September. 


Hosts: Western Australia Branch 


* We're planning a great Rally for 
Springtime 1985 

*We wish for you to come 

* We're working to provide the best 
ever display of W.A. R-R’s and 
Bentleys 

* Please come, bring your car, enjoy 
our hospitality and make it a 
wonderful Rally 

* Extend your stay to see the lovely 
W.A. Wildflowers 


Please direct all 1985 Federal 

Rally enquiries to: or 
Jeremy Greene, Matt Smith, 
309 Riverton Dve., 50 Napier St., 
Shelley, W.A. 6155 Cottesloe, W.A. 6011 
Ph. (09) 457 2629 Ph. (09) 384 1203 


Below: 61TB (“Angus”) George Harris’ 1914 Ghost that has twice 
demonstrated the speed, strength and stamina of a good veteran 40/50 by 
being driven from Sydney to Perth and return (in an amazingly fast 46 hours 
57 minutes, inclusive of stops, on the second occassion). 

The drive to Bathurst for this year’s Federal Rally must have seemed very 
mundane in comparison with both car and driver no doubt feeling the urge to 
continue Westward! They'll get their chance again next year! Here George 
Harris (left), Jim Redman (centre) and John Vawser pause in Adelaide for 
liquid refreshment before continuing the record-breaking 1979 run to Perth. It 
is understood that John left George and Jim to it at this stage of the journey. 
For an action-packed account of this now-famous run, see Praeclarum 79-5 
page 500. Photo courtesy Adelaide Advertiser. 


TYRES for Silver Dawns and 
Mk.VI/R-type Bentleys. 

— How do we re-boot our cars 
now? 

— Some information for careful 
consideration. 

Now that 6.70 x 16 cross-ply car 
tyres are no longer manufactured in 
Australia, owners of the above Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars are faced 
with a bewildering range of alterna- 
tives, many not being worthy of our 
cars. The reasonably available 
alternatives are as follows: 

A. 6.00 x 16 Avon car tyres — 
These are too small and on a large 
and heavy car wear rapidly and 
have poor road grip in the wet. In 
hot weather they tend to run out of 
round due to ratio or air volume to 
car weight being insufficient. Also, | 
have only had them last 7,000 miles. 

B. 6.50 x 16 light truck tyres, 
Kelly-Springfield — These look and 
perform reasonably but have an 
exceedingly low speed rating. Far 
lower, in fact, than is suitable for our 
cars. Thus there is a very real risk of 
disintegration at speeds of 60 m.p.h. 
or more in constant highway use, as 
they are designed for light local 
delivery use. My enquiries at the 
Motor Registration authority in New 
South Wales revealed that as such 
they are ILLEGAL on motor cars.The 
implications in the event of an acci- 
dent, particularly if a fatality re- 
sulted, are horrendous. The possibil- 
ity of police charges and voiding 
insurance policies and so on should 
all be considered. Also, an astute 
registration inspector carrying out 
the annual checkup may well refuse 
registration. 

C. 6.70 x 16 car tyres from U.S.A. 
— There still exist some overseas 
manufacturers who make cross-ply 
tyres suitable for these cars. Howev- 
er, their speed rating is often quite 
low and their price high. Delivieries 
are spasmodic. 

Thus you can see that all of the 
above present very real problems. 
However, the experiences of owners 
of Armstrong Siddeley Sapphires, 
Jaguar Mk.VII’s to IX’s, Aston Martin 
DB2’s and Daimler Majestic Majors 
look very promising. At the time of 
writing there are at least fifty of these 
other British classics using, most 
successfully, Michelin 205 x 16’s — 
a modern radial and readily avail- 
able! 

There are two Michelin car-type 
tyres in this size. They are, basically, 
Range Rover tyres — designed for 
heavy but fast touring use. They are: 

1. 205 x 16 XCA — This is a 


highway tyre of sufficient speed and 
weight rating that looks most attrac- 
tive and in keeping with the age of 
these cars. Their heavy side walls 
seem to suggest that they would ride 
roughly, but this is not the case 
when used on any of the other 
classic cars referred to above. Ex- 
perience to date suggests a very long 
life. 

2. 205 x 16 M&S — This is the 
standard Range Rover issue and as 
such has a very heavy tread, which 
looks a bit out of keeping to the 
purist. However, they ride superbly, 
have a high speed rating (over 100 
m.p.h.) and plenty of weight rating. 
While not as silent as cross-ply tyres 
they are quite satisfactory, though a 
little noisier than the XCA’s. Howev- 
er, their life-span is enormous. On a 
friend’s (formerly my own) Daimler 
Majestic Major we could not get 
more than 6 to 8,000 miles from the 
correct Dunlop ‘‘Roadspeeds’’. This 
is a car that weighs 39 cwt. and has 
a top speed of nearly 130 m.p.h. 
with acceleration to match, yet has 
now covered 55,000 miles on a set 
of M&S Michelins. They are not 
nearly worn out and will probably 
run to 70,000 miles — and the spare 
has never been used! As a by- 
product they have dramatically im- 
proved the Daimler’s roadholding 
and ride comfort. 

Every owner | have contacted 
prior to writing this article (at least 
sixteen) who is using these tyres was 
more than happy. Some were 
already converted to radials, having 
used the Pirelli 185 x 16, which is 
no longer available, though a hand- 
ful remain on dealer’s shelves. 

While | can’t be sure how they 
will perform on Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars, | can say that they will 
certainly achieve the following: 

1. Better road-holding and handa- 

ling; 

2. Longer life (probably four 

times longer); 

3. Satisfy legal requirements; 

4. Look pleasing to the eye; 

5. Satisfy weight and speed re- 

quirements; 

6. Be readily available in most 

towns. 

They must be a cheaper and more 
suitable alternative than that chosen 
by a Sydney Mk.VI Bentley owner 
who fitted 15 inch magnesium 
wheels (bolt-on type) and radials. 
He is delighted with the result and 
has retained his original wheels and 
tyres for concours purposes only — 
so originality at least is still satisfied. 
Readers may be surprised to learn 
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that ‘‘mag’” wheels run more true 
and cooler than pressed steel 
wheels, resulting in about 20 per 
cent longer tyre life. The second 
series of the current Lagonda has 
made the change to ““mag’’ wheels 
for 1984 — will the Silver Spirit’s 
replacement follow suit? 


If | had to choose one of the above 
Michelins for a Rolls-Royce or Bent- 
ley, | would go for the XCA if the car 
was mostly for town use and the 
M&S if for highway and rough road 
use. However, either would be satis- 
factory for each use. 


During my investigations | was 
interested to learn that other brands 
of 205 x 16 tyres (also designated for 
the Range Rover) performed quite 
well but were a poor choice against 
the Michelins. Two Daimler owners 
who chose other brands felt that 
they had been “‘sold’’ by their tyre 
dealers, who perhaps made a better 
margin on them or were unaware of 
the special qualities of the Miche- 
lins. 

Happy motoring. 

Penn Bradly 


Most Rolls-Royce cars from the 
mid-'thirties until the mid-’fifties 
were equipped with Spirit of Ecstacy 
radiator mascots of a special “Kneel- 
ing” design which was thought to 
better suit the lower lines of the cars 
of that era (as compared to earlier 
coachwork). It appears that this mas- 
cot design has been revived — 
though for an entirely different 
reason! 


Silver Lady kneels 

Rolls-Royce has produced a spe- 
cial kneeling version of its Silver 
Lady mascot to go on luxury models 
sold in Arab countries. 

The kneeling winged Silver Lady 
is being produced in response to 
market demands in Middle East 
countries, where women are consi- 
dered inferior. 

Many wealthy Arabs apparently 
do not like to see the female mascot 
on cars standing up and posed with 
winged arms raised like an equal. 

The kneeling Silver Ladies will go 
on Rolls-Royce Silver Spirits, which 
are snapped up in the Middle East 
for $118,000 each. 

The Silver Spirits sell under an 
Arab name. Tafarrudiyya, which 
translates into “having that which 
others do not”. 


MARKET PLACE 


CARS FOR EXCHANGE 

Silver Shadow II, (SRH40588) late 1980, 
21,000 miles, as-new condition. Class Win- 
ner R.R.O.C. Concours d’Elegance, Queens- 
land, 1983. Supreme Winners Award at Car 
and Fashion Concours d‘Elegance, Caloundra 
Civic Centre, 1983. Would consider trading 
for a Rolls-Royce or Bentley Convertible or 
what have you? Arnold Robert, 49 Orme Rd., 


CARS FOR SALE 


1935 Bentley 31% litre (B21CW) 
two-door pillarless coupé by Gurney 
Nutting. A rare and attractive car in 
two-tone green. Much work carried 
out since U.K. purchase in 1979. 
See PRAECLARUM pages 902 and 
911 for photographs. $33,000. Keith 
Roberts, 61 Cherrytree Rd., Hurst- 


1950 Bentley Mk.V1 (B375GT) 
James Young 2-door Sports Saloon. 
Cream paintwork in good condition, 
grey leather interior. All tools, etc. 
$15,000. Derek Wilson (07) 
281 7508. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Twenty and 20-25 gearboxes, dif- 
ferentials, clock, etc. $100 and up. 
(045) 73 1424. 


1924 20 h.p. (wide track) rear axle 
assembly and differential, ex-U.K. 
low mileage car. Fully checked by 
Rolls-Royce mechanic. $1,000. John 
Elliott, (069) 21 4635 (w). 


20 h.p. hydraulic shock absorbers 
and links (2) — $100. 20 h.p. bonnet 
catches (2) — $80. John Elliott, (069) 
21 4635 (w). 
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ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS’ CLUB 


Cheques should be made payable to R.R.O.C 
and must accompany advertisement 


A descriptive advertisment of reasonable length 
is free to those members who do not regularly deal 
in selling or servicing of Roll-Royce and Bentley 
cars or equipment. Others are charged $15.00 per 
advertisement (less for multiple advertisements) 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from any 
person. Photographs should be clear black and 
white or colour prints. Please send a duplicate print 
as retum cannot be guaranteed. 


MARKET PLACE 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 


Classified advertisements should be factual and 
truthful. Persons found misrepresenting cars, parts 
or services will be denied further advertising. 
Those advertisements relating to cars for sale must 
specify chassis number and price. All classified 
ads will be edited and may be condensed and may 
be rejected without explanation or discussion. 
Facts and data for each advertisement should be 
typed or handwritten clearly on letter size white 
paper and forwarded to Keith Wherry, 105A 
Clarence Street, Sydney 2000 


Deadlines are 21st July (August issue), 21st September (October issue), 21st November (December issue), 21st January 


(February issue), 21st March (April issue), 21st 
be accepted. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LED, offer: 


1953 Bentley R-type Continental by H.J. Mulliner 
(BC25B) An exquisite example of this rare and 
sought-after model. Synchro ‘box. Mileage 93,000. 
Midnight Blue, pale blue hide upholstery. Reg. until 
August 1984. $40,000. 


1923 20 h.p. Close-coupled Fixed Head Coupe 
(82K9) Immaculate condition, fully restored. 
$29,500. 


— 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH5272) ex-Governor of 
Victoria. Cardinal Red, bone leather upholstery. 
3-speed auto. Excellent condition with full history 
available. $32,000. 


1967 Silver Shadow (SRH1913) Shell Grey, bone 
interior. 4-speed auto. Excellent condition, very well 
maintained. History available. 12 months registra- 
tion. Michelin radials. $29,500. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley Parts and Service, including mechanical and coachwork restorations and repairs. 
Extensive range of spare parts for all models including hard-to-get parts. Over 10,000 stock lines 
1904—1983—engine, electrical, transmission and chassis parts — genuine tools, handbooks, workshop 
manuals, body panels, original Mk.Vi/Dawn door and boot seals, original Cloud series door seals, Silver 
Wraith/Dawn/Mk.VI fog lights, Dawn/Mk.VI etc. roof aerials, exchange refurbished badged headlights, 
thousands of body items, special nuts, bolts and screws, many obsolete items. 


Don’t say you can’t get it — try us first! 


Special item: 

Silver Dawn/Mk.VI Clutch Housing — convert your early Silver Dawn or Benley Mk.VI clutch housing from 
10 inch capacity to 11 inch. Simply replace the original clutch housing. 

Silver Dawn: Chassis Nos. SBA 2 — 138; SCA 1 — 25 

Bentley Mk.VI: Chassis Series AK, A], BH, BG, CF, CD, DA, DZ, EY, EW, FV, FU, GT 

Normal Price (Inc. Tax.) $1,467.50 

Special Price (Inc. Tax.) — $150.00 


This month's special — strictly one month only 
Silver Shadow Hub Caps 


1 Hub Cap (PLAIN) $ 290.51 1 Hib Cap (VENTILATED) $ 325.26 
1 Painted Ring Alsi 1 Painted Ring FUSi 
6 Spire Nuts 2.16 6 Spire Nuts 2.16 


$ 364.18 $ 398.93 


SPECIAL PRICE: $279.18 SPECIAL PRICE: $313.93 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD 
340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, 2120 
(02) 84 1239, 84 1253. Telex: AA24158 


ay (June issue), although late advertisements may sometimes be able to 


PARTS WANTED AND FOR SWAP 


Wanted for 20 h.p.’s GCK10 and GAJ26 
R-R chisel; square base coil; 23 inch 12 spoke 
Dunlop steel artillery wheels; Open end jaw 
spanners F51960, F51961,F51962, F51963, 
F51964, F51935; Box spanners F9840, 
F9809, F9810, F9811, F9813, F9880; ‘C’ 
spanner F51789; ‘AX’ petrol filler; ‘T’ bar 
F52219; Michelin jack and handle; Dunlop 
Tyre Levers 15” and 18"; Enot’s oiler caps; 
Boa horn mounting bracket; KLG M30 or 
ML30 mica spark plugs; Fishtail; Exhaust pipe 
lagging clips; Rearmost front mudguard stay 
(LHS and RHS); Lucas RF440 sidelight; Lucas 
taillight; Lucas spare bulb holder and clip; 
Lucas vacuum wiper cylindrical type; 5 inch 
“Domino” gas pliers; Brookes’ trunk lock- 
down fittings; Feeler gauges F53557; Rear 
numberplate brackets; Dunlop rim removal 
tool and Kismet ‘Junior’ footpump. 

1 have available for swap to suit: 

20/25:- horn button, ignition switchbox, 
speedo, RHS and LHS spare wheel carriers 
(complete), brake servo unit. 

25/30:- fishtail, carb. airbox and connection. 
Bentley Mk.V1:- tyre levers, oil syringe and 
handbook. 

Silver Ghost:- 1913 wirewheel hubcap, Lucas 
bulb horn, CAV? battery box, 1923 hand- 
book, Spanners F248, F7836, E1776, £11904, 
£15109, U1805, E39. 

Phantom:- F73980, F73982, E79884, U1479, 
F82810, oil syringe F82659. 

20 & 20/25 spanners £52716, £52143, 
G51004, G51001, F52298, E52106, E52018, 
£55017, E6258, £6422, G8522, Enot'’s oil 
guns, Hooper Tourer door lock, Dunlop and 
Mortier footpumps, Kismet tyre gauge, Enot’s 
oilers, Rotherham Lubricators, Phantom II! 
valves, timber handled screwdriver. Many 
other 20 h.p. spares. Robert Clarke, 37 
Auburn St., Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. Tel (048) 
215697 

| will be on Stall 243 at Bendigo Swap Meet. 


Wanted for S.G. II BD. wheel rim, flat base 
21", 84-spoke, also wheel hub, 84-spoke, 
have early type 70-spoke wheel hub to 
exchange. 

Stan Nash, (02) 525 6457. 


NUMBER PLATES 


N.S.W. number plate ‘RRR-111' for sale — 
best offer. 

Contact: Noel Robinson, P.O. Box 55, Spring 
Hill, Q. 4000. (07) 8395266 (b), (07) 
268 4196 (h). 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING — Boardroom, Mitchell College, Bathurst — 8th. June, 1984. 


Back row, left to right: Peter Cox (S.A.), John floyd (Vic.), Jim Redman (N.S.W.), Andrew Brownell 


(Federal President), 


Malcolm Johns (Hon. Legal Adviser), Keith Wherry (Federal Secretary), Penn Bradly (A.C.T.) 
Front — standing — left to right: Wallace and Kerry Moorhouse (Qld.), Margaret Miller (Federal Treasurer) 


Kneeling: Jeremy Greene and Matt Smith (W.A.), Eric Goudie (A.C.T.), Jim Kelso (N.S.W.). 
OFFICE BEARERS 


FEDERAL 
PRESIDENT Andrew Brownell 


SECRETARY Keith Wherry 


TREASURER AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY 


Margaret Miller 


HON. LEGAL ADVISOR Malcolm Johns 
REGISTRAR John Fittler 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 


PRESIDENT Penn Bradley 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Bill Coburn 


JNR. VICE-PRESIDENT May Goudie 


SECRETARY lan Dunn 


TREASURER Eric Goudie 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Robert Penn Bradley lan Irwin 


NEW SOUTH WALES 
PRESIDENT Keith Wherry 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Jim Redman 


INR. VICE PRESIDENT John Fittler 
TREASURER Margaret Miller 


SECRETARY Wendy Friezer 

FEDERAL DELEGATES 

fim Redman 

lim Kelso 

QUEENSLAND 

PRESIDENT Keith Brennan 

SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Barry Sparks 
JINR. VICE-PRESIDENT David Sheppard, 
SECRETARY/TREASURER Sue Dunstan 


FEDERAL DELEGATES Wallace & Kerry 
Moorhouse 


49 Greenhill Rd., Wayville. 5034 
W — (08) 272 4166 

H — 339 4084 

34 Joubert St., Hunters Hill. 2110 
W — (02) 29 7455 

H — 817 2992 

12 Woodvale Close, St. Ives. 2075 
W — (02) 451 5111 

H — 499 4260 

6/31 Ocean Ave., Double Bay. 2028 
W — (02) 231 4688 

H — 32 2415 

12 Boonara Ave., Bondi. 2026 
Work — 51 3569 

Hame — 30 5131 


7 Leane St., Hughes. 2605 
H — (062) 81 5479 

1 Jersey St., Deakin. 2600 
W — (062) 65 4862 

H — 81 5585 

25 Cowper St., Ainslie. 2602 
H — 48 5183 

15 Cloncurry St., Kaleen. 2617 
W — 46 8727 

H — 41 3549 

25 Cowper St., Ainslie. 2602 
H — 48 5183 


34 Joubert St., Hunters Hill. 2110 
W — (02) 29 7455 

H — 89 2992 

11 Norwood Ave., Lindfield. 2070 
W — (02) 33 0511 

H — 46 4254 

12 Boonara Ave., Bondi. 2026 

12 Woodvale Cl., St. Ives. 2075 
W — 451 5111 

H — 449 4260 

119 Keston Ave., Masman. 2088 


22 Hope St., Pymble. 2073 
W — 20279 
H — 44 1189 


16 Fortitude St., Toowong. 4066 
H — (07) 371 333 

22 Anora Cres., Ferny Hills. 4055 
H — 351 1479 

41 Fernberg Rd., Paddington. 4064 
H — 369 0553 

11 Mumbil St., Stafford Hills. 4053 
H — 359 0874 

7 Grant St., Ashgrove. 4060 

H — 38 5043 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PRESIDENT Andrew Brownell 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Gavin Sandford-Morgan 


INR. VICE-PRESIDENT John Ellis 
TREASURER Peter Cox 
SECRETARY Dianne Rainsford 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan Peter Cox 


VICTORIA 

PRESIDENT Gilbert Ralph 

SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Russell Rolls 
INR. VICE-PRESIDENT Richard Knight 


SECRETARY Robert Wort 


TREASURER John Floyd 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Albert Blashki John Floyd 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
PRESIDENT Jeremy Greene 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Lewis Riches 
INR. VICE-PRESIDENT Con Keogh 
SECRETARY Terry Smith 
TREASURER Cole Sangster 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Matt Smith Jeremy Green 


49 Greenhill Rd., Wayville. 5034 

W — (08) 272 4166 

H — (08) 339 4084 

37 Fuller St., Walkervile. 5081 

H — (08) 269 1285 

77 Sixth Ave., St Peters. 5069 

H — (08) 42 3230 

48 Myall Ave., Kensington Gdns. 5068 
H — (08) 31 6766 

27 Hillside Rd., Springfield. 5062 


H — (08) 79 6600 


2 Baxter Crt. Mt. Waverley. 3149 
W — (03) 602 0372 

H — (03) 277 4501 

17 MacFarlan St., South Yarra. 3141 
W — (03) 429 4233 

H — (03) 509 9746 

2/58 Koayong Rd., Armadale. 3143 
W — (03) 605 8530 

H — (03) 509 4153 

8 Mirang Crt., Frankston. 3199 

W — (03) 602 2711 ext 12 

H — (03) 783 8996 

543 Dandenong Rd., Armadale. 3143 
H — (03) 509 9746 


309 Riverton Dr., Shelley. 6155 

H — (09) 457 2629 

2 Sherwood Cr, Perth. 6000 

H (09) 325 2476 

6 Colac Pi., Kalamunda. 6076 

H (09) 293 3635 

3/1 1h Salvado St., Mosman Park. 6012 
H (09) 384 3659 

62 The Boulevard, Floreat Park. 6014 
H — (09) 387 3169 


Mrs. Beatrice Ward. 

It is with regret that | have to 
advise the death of Beatrice, wife 
of Bert Ward. Beatrice had been in 


ill health for some time and passed 
away on 4th June 1984. The Club 
extends to Bert its most sincere 
sympathy. 
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Lodgment Office, Ainslie 2602 


